MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, September 20, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude: "Give Me Jesus" (Spiritual, arr. Faye Lopez) - DeeAnn
(Inspired by Palmgren’s “May Night’)

Words of Invitation - Pastor Margery

Hymn 443: "Called As Partners in Christ’s Service" - DeeAnn et al.
Gathering Prayer - Pastor Margery

Anthem: "If Ye Love Me" (Thomas Tallis) - Barb/DeeAnn/Chancel Choir

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark
Doxology (Hymn 563) - DeeAnn et al.

Pastoral Prayerand The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1-16 - Lorraine

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he
went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go
into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired
us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to
his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one
of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what
belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do what |
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”

Sermon: "RETHINKING A PROBLEMATIC PARABLE" - Pastor Mark

Hymn 294: "God Binds Us With a Mighty Cord" - DeeAnn et al.

Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response 581: "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" (Peter C. Lutkin) - DeeAnn et al.
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace, and give you
peace; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you, be gracious, The Lord be gracious,
gracious unto you. Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.

Greet One Another - All

Participants: Pastor Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Barbara Fuller,
Pastor Margery Briggs, Lorraine Finison, Chancel Choir



GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE
Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
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Jane Parker Huber, 1926—

John Zundel, 1815-1882
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GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE
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There are not enough of us to do Your work here on earth, Lord! Many of us have been
in Your service for years and know that every effort we make in Your name becomes a
blessing to us. The problem we have is enabling others to know that blessing as well. Lord,
guide us in this endeavor! Help us seize the opportunities you present to us by providing us
with the necessary words and actions to witness to the joy of a lifetime in Your service. As
for me and my house, we have come to know that the longer, the deeper, and the broader
our service has been to You, the closer we have come to Your presence. Help us to grow
stronger in Your presence. Reveal to us the areas of life where our love has made all the
difference in the life of another. Make us proud to be in Your service, and challenge us
to affirm those who would join us in building Your kingdom. Thank You, Father, for the
excitement of the journey we have made together. Thank You for the hills and valleys that
have made life interesting, and thank You for the example of our Brother Jesus, who not
only shows us how to walk in Your way, but walks for us when we are unwilling or unable.
We give You all praise, because without You there is no meaning to our lives. Amen.

Rev. Richard Adair



GOD’S REVELATION
God Binds Us with a Mighty Cord

Arr. and harm. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
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GOD’S REVELATION
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By Your Holy Spirit, O God, You bind us together as one body, and empower us to carry
on the ministry that You enfleshed as Christ. In our differences, and in our moments when
we wander away from one another, unite us anew. Give us fresh eyes to see the ways in
which You have connected us, rather than the ways we have separated ourselves. We pray
also for opportunities to strengthen the bonds between us. Send us out, but send us together,
to exercise our ministry, following the directives You give us; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Rev. Shawn P. Stapleton



SERVICE MUSIC

581 The Lord Bless You and Keep You

Numbers 6:24-26 Peter C. Lutkin, 1858-1931
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SERVICE MUSIC
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